A Year in Facts & Figures
Schools Singing Programme

BBC Broadcasts
4 live BBC Radio 4 broadcasts.
Midnight Mass live on BBC One.
Featured 3 times on BBC Radio 2.
Audience reach of over 5 million.

Singing sessions delivered in
53 schools (20% growth since
2015 /2016).
A total of 2070 school sessions
across Yorkshire.
We engaged 3500 children in
our weekly singing
sessions.

The Diocese of Leeds

Schools
Singing
Programme

A total of 6051 hours of singing.
Music Performed

Organists Training Programme

1456 different pieces of
music were performed.

In its first year we have gained
35 weekly children and adult
students and currently have a
growing waiting list.

Our choristers took part in 38
concerts across Leeds, Keighley,
Bradford, Pontefract,
Huddersfield, Wakefield,
Hull & Newcastle.
We reached tens of thousands
of people as audience members
- aged between 2 and 103!

Singing with the Spirit

We delivered 728 hours of
organ teaching.
Launch of first ever Leeds
International Organ Festival including 35 school workshops.

Our choirs sang in 548 services.
Digital Engagement

We reached a total of 60
partnerships with schools,
musical organisations &
foundations including the Royal
College of Organists, The Gabrieli
Consort & Friends of Cathedral
Music.

10341 visits were made to
our website (a 12% increase
from last year).
We reached 748 new Twitter
followers & 790 new Facebook
followers.

Challenge and inspire your pupils with the UK’s
leading Catholic singing provision

DioceseofLeedsMusic
@DoLMusic
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“

“

Partnerships

Our morning sessions fill the school with beautiful singing that
uplifts all who hear it. The difference that has been made to
the quality of the children’s singing is immeasurable. This has
impacted on self-confidence, self-worth and self-esteem.
(Headteacher, Leeds)
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(Section 48 Inspection 2017 : St Cuthbert’s and the
First Martyrs’, Bradford.)

“

Bishop of Leeds

(Catechism of the Catholic Church - CCC 1156)

“

Take your children on an inspirational musical journey.
Our internationally-acclaimed singing programme has been inspiring
children through faith and music for over fifteen years. Expert Choral
Directors deliver regular singing sessions - children discover the power
of their own voices, develop performance skills, broaden musical
horizons and grow in faith.
Singing is the heart of all music making. It can be an expression of
joy, hope and confidence. We can all remember the songs we sang
at school, how we experienced music - that’s the emotional power of
song! Our provision enriches collective and personal worship, helping
you to build the Catholic life of your school and pupils.

Our superb range of after-school choirs give pupils the
opportunity to continue their musical journey, with our
choirs regularly broadcasting on national BBC Radio and
TV, recording, giving exciting concert performances and of
course contributing their vocal gifts to worship.
What’s your secret ? How on earth do you it? Getting
underprivileged youngsters to sing church music with
such control and accuracy…
(BBC Radio 4 listener)

I’m loving the impact the Schools Singing Programme
has had on the quality of work from the pupils (in all
aspects - not just music & church life). You can really
see a difference.
(Headteacher, Halifax)

Children sing with enjoyment and take full
advantage of the quality music provision delivered
by the Diocese of Leeds Singing Programme.
(Section 48 Inspection 2017: Our Lady of Lourdes, Huddersfield.)

The inspirational work of the Choral Director.
(Ofsted 2018: Holy Rosary and St Anne’s, Leeds)

“

The musical tradition of the universal Church is a treasure of
inestimable value, greater than that of any other art.

Whether it’s a joyful concert showcase or prayerful
contribution to a school liturgy our school sessions build a
performance repertoire for the class and our Choral
Directors arrange appropriate performances. Pupils put
their musical skills into practice and grow in confidence.

Many thanks to you and your staff! Your Choral
Director is a star and I am always amazed at the
wonderful music she makes with our children.
(Headteacher, Leeds)

Music, and singing in particular, enhances learning;
improving mental and physical well-being, building
cohesion and as shown by recent academic studies,
contributing to learning development in areas across
the curriculum. We ensure that your children receive
music provision at the level you naturally demand in
the core subjects!
The Catholic Faith is at the heart of all our provision;
lifting voices together to God we enrich the children’s
faith, evangelise and teach, singing the rich heritage of
Catholic sacred music, from the oldest chants of the
church through to the very best new worship songs.
This music feeds into school collective worship and
Masses.

“

The splendid work that you and your colleagues
advance unlocks such God-given potential in the
lives of our youngsters.

“

No-one is too young to experience the beauty, dignity and joy of
worship through music in the Liturgy. I was aged seven when the
seeds of my own Christian faith were nurtured through singing as part
of a church choir. The words and music of sacred song do much to
foster a lifelong love of God, as St Augustine of Hippo said: “The one
who sings praise, does not only praise, but also praises joyfully; the
one who sings praise, not only sings, but also loves Him for whom he
is singing”. I am proud of the commitment you give to the Schools
Singing Programme, enabling its success in promoting the spiritual, as
well as the educational, physical and social benefits of choral singing
to children across our Diocese.

Our sessions follow a rich and broad curriculum, offering
the best in sacred and secular songs, all of which are
carefully chosen to develop the children’s vocal and
musical development. Lessons include exciting warm-ups
and games and educationally-expert Choral Directors
ensure that everyone stays on task throughout! We
provide termly curriculum-linked planning and reporting for
each group; this ensures maximum sustainability for the
children’s musical development.

“

Welcome from Bishop Marcus

“

“

The school benefits from being in
the Leeds Diocese’s Schools
Singing Programme. The choir
frequently contributes to school,
parish and wider local, civic and
Diocesan community events.
Pupils say they very much enjoy
being in the school choir.
The standard of hymn singing in
school is high.

(Fr Timothy Whitwell, St Joseph’s Church, Bradford)

Choir improves my belief in God.
(Year 6 pupil, St. Patrick’s School, Leeds)

Our offer to schools includes our principal package
of weekly singing sessions, as well as one-off staff
training workshops and ‘Inspire’ vocal workshops for
children. Prices are competitive and in some areas are
assisted by music hub cashback schemes.

To discuss how we can help your school
develop vocally, please contact the
Director of the Schools Singing
Programme, Tom Leech:
0113 244 8634
office@dioceseofleedsmusic.org.uk
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