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Inner-city voices aim
to be cathedral choir

Planetarium
closes after
bailout
of £1.2m

Police seek witnesses to attack on jail tragedy man
BY BRUCE SMITH
CRIME REPORTER
DETECTIVES are seeking witnesses to
an assault on a man who collapsed in jail
and died in hospital.

Jason Jones, 39, of Beeston, Leeds, had
head and body injuries when he visited
his sister in north Leeds on February 2.

Police arrested him on a minor matter
later that day and officers took him to
hospital.

He was treated and discharged to
police custody in the early hours of Feb-
ruary 3 . Later that day Leeds Magis-
trates Court remanded him in custody to
Leeds Prison, but at the prison he was

placed in the hospital wing.
He was transferred to a cell at 4pm the

next day and 40 minutes later he col-

lapsed. He died in Leeds Infirmary the
day after.

Det Supt Paul Taylor said he was con-
vinced that Mr Jones had been attacked –
possibly near his flat in Lodge Lane –
sometime between January 19 and Feb-
ruary 2.

“I need to hear from anyone who saw
Mr Jones – who was well known in Bee-
ston – being attacked between January 19
and February 2,” said Det Supt Taylor.

In his final weeks Mr Jones had a
“chaotic” life and was drinking heavily.
A post mortem examination showed he
died of a serious brain injury.

Det Supt Taylor added: “When Mr

Jones was brought into custody he
already had a black eye and other
injuries. We need to find out how, when
and where he suffered those injuries.

“It’s quite likely people living or work-
ing in Beeston may have seen him in the
days before his arrest. I urge anyone with
information to ring police on 0113 241
3022 or 0845 606 0606 or Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555 111.”

Three men aged 44, 39 and 34, and a
woman of 34 have been bailed pending
inquiries in connection with the death .

The Independent Police Complaints
Commission is investigating the period
Mr Jones spent in police custody.

HEAD INJURIES: Jason
Jones. Right, Det Supt
Taylor at Mr Jones’s flat

Pioneering primary school could achieve a state education first
BY DEBBIE LEIGH
EDUCATION REPORTER
A PRIMARY school in
one of Leeds’s most
deprived areas has
unveiled ambitious
plans to become the
country’s first state-run
cathedral choir school.

Pupils at Holy Rosary and
Saint Anne’s RC primary in
Chapeltown, hit all the right
notes for Children’s Secretary
Ed Balls who was invited to
hear the proposals.

Head teacher Kathryn
Carter said the project was the
brainchild of Benjamin Saun-
ders, director of music for the

Diocese of Leeds and would
link the school with St Anne’s
Cathedral in Leeds city cen-
tre.

The project is expected to
cost around £1m, which would
include a purpose-built exten-
sion with an auditorium,
practice rooms and a record-
ing studio which could be
used by the community out-
side school hours.

Mrs Carter said the move
would see music become inte-
gral to the school.

“Every child in the school,
no matter what their back-
ground is, would learn to sing
to a very high standard, would
learn to read music and would

learn to play an instrument.
“The opportunites it would

present for are immense and
would develop in them an
aspiration that there’s life out-
side Chapeltown, that they
can develop these talents and
they can make something of
themselves.

“It’s going to develop some
of the poorest children in the
country and give them oppor-
tunities that they would never
have.”

Pupils are already working
with one of the cathedral’s
choral directors and sang
there at Christmas.

If the school does become a
cathedral choir school, sepa-
rate boys and girls choirs
would regularly sing at servic-
es at the cathedral.

Most cathedral choir
schools are private or inde-
pendently-run and although
some state-run schools do
have a cathedral choir sec-

tion, none encompasses every
child in the school as the
Chapeltown venture would.

If the plans get the go-ahead
the school will be looking for a
benefactor, foundation or
trust to back the project.

Along with Normanton MP
Mr Balls, the Bishop of Leeds,
the Right Reverend Arthur
Roche, also visited the school
and watched a choral work-
shop with the trainee cathe-
dral choir.

The Secretary of State for
Children, Schools and Fami-
lies also toured the Hunslet
Club, which for 70 years has
kept young people busy in the
evenings and at weekends.

Its activities include foot-
ball, drama and cheerleading
and day-time vocational
courses for 14 to 16-year-olds
in subjects including bricklay-
ing, bike mechanics, and
catering.

debbie.leigh@ypn.co.uk

ANGEL VOICES: The pupils
let rip and, above, chat with
schools secretary Ed Balls
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Marketing manager Alam Zeb
said a feasibility study had
shown that the 18th-century
stately home and its 100 acres of
grounds was not a “suitable
place” for the attraction.

The Yorkshire Planetarium,
which opened in summer 2007
amid much publicity, was
housed in three “geo-desic”
domes.

The Star Chamber allowed
visitors to explore the night sky
with an introduction to its con-
stellations and planets; the Hub-
ble Space Dome brought images
directly from the Hubble tele-
scope and The Rocket provided
the fun of an eight- metre climb-
ing frame for all ages.

But now its Zeiss projectors,
big screen, fixtures and fittings
have all currently been moth-
balled - and the domes turned
into a children’s activity zone
following a £100,000 facelift.

While they look for a perma-
nent location, Space Connec-
tions will continue to present
planetrarium shows at Hare-
wood on a big screen.

Richard Mansell, Chief Exec-
utive, Harewood House Trust,
said: “ We are unable to com-
ment on the feasibility study
commissioned by Space Connec-
tions since we were not
involved.

“However, we look forward to
a continuing partnership with
Space Connections and can con-
firm that this involve some
aspects of the planetarium
show.”

Space Connections, who
organise science-based activities
across Yorkshire, are taking the
planetarium show on the road
over the spring and summer.

Alam Zeb said: “While the
economic climate is bad we still
want children to be able to
access the information.”

A Yorkshire Forward
spokesman said they agreed
take on the running of the plane-
tarium in March 2008 to ensure
that it remained in the region.

He said: “We are in the
process of finding a new perma-
nent location for the Yorkshire
Planetarium and have shortlist-
ed three potential sites so that it
can continue to inspire the
region’s youngsters to reach for
the stars.”

susan.press@ypn.co.uk
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